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We welcome Canon Alan Finley who is kindly standing in for Father Richard at the 5.30pm Mass today. 
 

YEAR OF PRAYER – At the heart of today’s Gospel is the theme of mercy. This is the mercy shown to the younger son 
when, having lost everything he had been given, decides to return to his father repenting and seeking forgiveness. 
The mercy shown to him is not something he earned but was there waiting for him, freely and joyfully given. There is 
no sense of reluctance or condition attached just gratitude for the one who was lost but has now returned. There is 
something for all of us in this message of great peace and joy. God is happy to forgive. He welcomes sinners with an 
open embrace and a warm heart. When we let go of our pride and present our own vulnerable self to God, there is 
always an open door. This unearned forgiveness is God’s surprise for us. Pope Francis in an Angelus reflection once 
said; Mercy towards a human life in a state of need is the true face of love”. He went onto explain that it is by loving 
the other that one becomes a true disciple of Jesus and that the face of the Father is revealed. Can we offer the same 
forgiveness shown us to another? Can we be the face of God’s joyful mercy? 
 
RED MISSIO BOXES – please could anyone with a red missio box pass it to the Debbie or Paul Godwin or leave it in the 
parish office (not left in the church porch please). 
 

ST. CATHARINE OF ALEXANDRIA FROME & ST. DOMINIC’S CHAPEL MELLS 

15TH SEPTEMBER 2019 

TWENTY FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
Sunday 
 
    

 

 Aliquam sed eros | Nulla facilisi | Lorem vitae elit NEamfa 

SUNDAY MASS  TIMES 
 
9.30am St. Catharine of Alexandria, 11.30am St. Dominic’s Chapel, Mells (People of the Parish) and 5.30pm St. 
Catharine of Alexandria  
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 11.00am - 12.00pm SATURDAY AT ST. CATHARINE OF ALEXANDRIA 
 

Monday 16th September 7.30pm Eucharistic Adoration 
 

Tuesday 17th September No Mass 
 

Wednesday 18th September 7.00pm Weekday in Ordinary Time (Mary Cannon R.I.P. Anniversary) 
 

Thursday 19th September 9.30am Weekday in Ordinary Time – At St. Louis School 
 

Friday 20th September 9.30am Memorial of Saints Andrew Kim Tae-gon, Priest, Paul Chong Ha-sang and 
Companions, Martyrs (Vivienne Aldred R.I.P.) 
 

Saturday 21st September 9.30am Feast of St. Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist (Alexander Pennels R.I.P.) 
 

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES AT ST. DOMINIC’S CHAPEL, MELLS 

Monday 16th September 6.00pm, Tuesday 17th September 6.00pm, Wednesday 18th September 6.00pm, Thursday 
19th September funeral for John Mole 2.30pm St. Andrew’s Church, Mells, Friday 20th September No Mass and 
Saturday 21st September No Mass 
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FLOWER SPONSORSHIP –- The flowers displayed in the sanctuary are sponsored by Sara Jocelyn for her mother and 
daughter. 
 

RUNNING FOR SHELTER!  Adele Williamson will be running the Cardiff Half Marathon on Sunday 6th October 2019. 
Please can you sponsor her to help raise money for the charity Shelter.  Shelter is a charity which helps those who are 
or may become homeless.  Adele's husband Patrick works for Ibstock PLC - a company that makes materials for 
buildings - this year Ibstock have agreed to match any fundraising for their charity partner - SHELTER - up to £25,000 - 
so if staff and families raise £25k then Ibstock will also give £25k, so Shelter could get £50,000 from this partnership. 
This means that any money that Adele is able to raise from this run will be doubled by Ibstock PLC.  If you wish to give 
a donation online, please go to www.justgiving.com and search for ShearstoneCardiffHalf or you can donate directly 
to either Adele or Patrick (both in the choir). 
 

ICONS, PRAYER OF THE HEART and THE MYSTERY OF THE ROSARY - In December 2018 BBC Radio 4 aired "Creation of 
an Icon”.  In this series of five short programmes the writer and iconographer Aidan Hart spoke about the process of 
painting an icon from beginning to end. On October 26th, in Clifton Cathedral Apostle Room, Aidan will be talking 
about the meaning of icons and how we can pray with them. He will be joined by Mother Sarah (Orthodox nun and 
chaplain) and Sarah Richards (Benedictine Oblate) who will talk about ‘prayer of the heart’ and praying the ‘mystery 
of the rosary’. There will also be an exhibition of contemporary icons in the Cathedral gallery. The day begins at 
10:30am with light refreshments and will end at approximately 3:30pm. Tickets are available through the diocesan 
website - www.cliftondiocese.com/beauty-spirit-matter - or by telephoning 0117 9025591. 
 

TIME OF PRAYER AND REFLECTION IN HONOUR OF BLESSED JOHN HENRY NEWMAN: In preparation and celebration of 
Blessed John Henry Newman's canonisation on Sunday 13th October, you are invited to come to the parish hall for a 
time of prayer and reflection on Saturday 12th October between 10am and 3pm. Please bring something to eat for 
lunch, drinks will be provided. 
 

MONDAY TEAS – The Monday Teas tomorrow is cancelled, the next one will be 30th September and we look forward 
to seeing you then. 
 

SECOND COLLECTION – there will be a second collection this week for Home Mission Sunday. 
 

FAITH AND LIGHT -  The next meeting is on Monday 30th September at 7.00pm in St. Catharine’s church hall.  Faith 
and Light Harvest Festival will be held on Monday 14th October at 6.30pm in St. John’s church, Bath Street, Frome.  
Donations of pet food for the Claverton Down Cats and Dogs Sanctuary would be gratefully received.  For further 
information please contact Janina Paulin on 01373 464711. 
 

WHO ARE THE S.V.P? The SVP here at St Catherine's have, over the years, helped people in many ways. We have 
helped by buying school uniforms, shoes, coats, helped someone buy a car. We visit people regularly in pairs or 1 on 
1, just to sit and talk. One member sings at local residential homes. The SVP help organise the over 60's tea on 
Monday afternoons (look in the newsletter for information) these are always good fun, recently we have organised 
days out, to take parishioners out for the day. Recently the SVP organised a sponsored dog walk to help raise money 
for the hall and Alzheimer's Society. This was great day with lots of people coming together to make a successful 
event. We will try to repeat the sponsored walk in 2020. Over many years we have supported National S.V.P. 
incentives. We help two Indian communities by donating money every year, we donated to a flood emergency with 
the other S.V.P. communities to raise a lot of money for people affected by the floods. We do talk about each request 
and do not accept every call for help. We need parishioners to point out areas that need help, be it someone needing 
company or someone need material things, help us help someone, talk to Father Richard or a member of the S.V.P., 
including Mike Smith on 01373 472481. 
 

DEANERY DAY FOLLOW-UP: Those who attended the Deanery Day with David Wells on the 2nd June are invited to a 
‘follow up evening’. This will take place on Wednesday 25th September in St. John's Parish Centre Trowbridge at 
7pm. We will be looking further into the possibility of establishing a ‘Wisdom Group’ for our Deanery to support the 
changes necessary in light of fewer clergy in the future 
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